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CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE GROUP 


NEW WAR DEPARTMENT BUILDING i ec ia Ve 
21st and VIRGINIA AVENUE, N. W. .. id bs 
WASHINGTON, D. C. w hen re: i iT 


14 AUG 1946 


"OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


MEMORANDUM FOR GENERAL CHAMBERLAIN 


Subject: Coordination of Intelligence Activities Related to 
Foreign Atomic Energy Developments and Potentialities 


Enclosure: Draft N.I.A. Paper on Above Subject 


The enclosed paper has been concurred in by Colonel Eddy of 
the Department of State. Admiral Inglis, however, has concurred 
providing the paper ig revised to make the transfer of the Foreign 
Intelligence Branch to the Central Intelligence Group effective 
4mmediately upon issuance of the proposed N.I.A. Directive. 


This revision might be accomplished by changing the wording 
of paragraph 2 of the proposed N.I.A. Directive to read as follows: 


"2, To accomplish the function assigned in para- 
graph 1, the Secretary of War and. the Commanding 
General of the Manhattan Engineer District have 
authorized the transfer to the Central Intelligence 
Group of the personnel and working files of the 
Foreign Intelligence Branch operated by the Com- 
manding General of the Manhattan Engineer District, 
effective at the earliest practicable date." 


It would be appreciated if you would find out whether the 
revised paragraph suggested above would be acceptable to the 


Secretary of War. 
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NAT N GENCE AUTHORITY 


GC NATION O. TELL ¢ 
Ac TIES RELATED To F GN ATOMIC ENERGY 
D OP fs} POTENTIALITIES 


Memorandum by the Director of Central Intelligence 
With the Unanimous Concurrence of the Intelligence 


Advisory Board. 


Hii 70-3 


Foreign atomic energy developments and potentialities constitute 


ate: SS 3072) 
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amount field of intelligence related to the national security. 
As such, the National Intelligence Authority is responsible for plan- 
ning, developing, and coordinating Federal foreign intelligence activ- 
ities in this field. 

To date, the Foreign Intelligence Branch of the office of Major 
General Leslie R. Groves, the Commanding General of the Manhattan En- 


gineer District, has been the agency performing functions of collect- 


ing and evaluating intelligence related to foreign atomic energy devel- 


opments and potentialities. This Branch has operated wnder the personal 


direction of General Groves, who is in turn responsible, by Presidential 


directive, to the Secretary of War. 
The newly created Atomic Energy Commission will be concerned with 


the entire field of atomic energy in the United States, including com- 


mercial as well as military aspects. The Commission will, upon Presi- 


dential directive, take over the responsibilities of the Manhatten En- 


gineer District. It is considered appropriate at this time that the 


National Intelligence Authority should authorize and direct the Direc-— 
tor of Central Intelligence to coordinate WF the collection by agencies 
subject to NeI-A. coordination of all intelligence information related 
to foreign atomic energy developments and potentialities affecting the 


national security, and to accomplish the correlation, evaluation and 


appropriate dissemination, 7 the Government on the resulting intel- oA 
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of the Foreign Intelligence Branch operated by General Groves, ie —should— 
eieo—ve-pessible, whan decmed.axpedient-by the Secretary ee 


._ the.-personnel--end-working 
fites—of--thic-Braneh-to-the-Central.Inielligence.Group. 

The enclosed draft N.I.A. Directive is designed to carry out the 
conclusions contained in the above paragraph. This Directive has been 
unanimously concurred in by the Director of Central Intelligence and 
the Intelligence Advisory Board, which in this case included the Com- 
manding General of the Manhatten Engineer District. 

It is recommended that the National Intelligence Authority ap- 


prove the draft directive in Enclosure "A". 


HOYT S. VANDENBERG 
Lieutenant General, USA 
Director of Central Intelligence 
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ECRET ENCLOSURE "A" 


DRAFT 


PROPOSED N.T.A, DIRECTIVE 


COORDIN N_OF INTELLIGENCE 
ACTIVITIES RELATED TO FOREIGN ATOMIC ENERGY 


DEVELOPMENTS AND POTENTIALITIES 

Pursuant to the President's letter of 22 January 1946, designating 
this Authority as responsible for planning, developing, and coordinat- 
ing all Federal foreign intelligence activities so as to assure the most 
effective accomplishment of the intelligence mission related to the na- 
tional security, the following policies and procedures relating to Fed- 
eral intelligence activities in the field of foreign atomic energy de- 
velopments and potentialities affecting the national security are an= 
nounced: 

1. The Director of Sentral Intelligence, subject to the direction 
and control of this Authority, is hereby authorized and directed to co- 
ordinate the collection by agencies subject to N.I.A. coordination of all 
intelligence information related to foreign atomic energy deyelopments 
and potentialities affecting the national security, and to accomplish 
the correlation, evaluation and appropriate dissemination within the 
‘eevecnuant of the resulting intelligence. The Director of Central Intel- 
ligence is further authorized to arrange with other intelligence agencies 


of the Government to utilize their collection facilities in this field. 


’ \ 
2. To accomplish the function assigned in paragraph 1, ecre~ 
tary SNe and the Commanding General of the Me an Engineer Dis- 


‘trict have siithorized the Director of Cent#al Intelligence to assume 


the control and superisten of..the Foreign Intelligence Branch operated 
by the Commanding General of “the. Hanks tian Engineer District. The per- 
sonnel and working fikes of this Beano may be transferred from the Man— 
hattan. Engineer District to the Central Tate ecnce ‘Group ia any time 

; agreed to by the Secretary of War and the Director of Gentran. Thtelli- 


gence. 
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